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Within its participation in The SACRED Exhibition, The Moroccan British Society   organized an  MBS  Day  at  the British Library     on  May 02, 2007.

Following Her Highness Princess Lalla Joumala’s President’s address introducing the Association, its mission and goals, its achievements and future plans, His Excellency Mr. Ahmed TOUFIQ, Moroccan Minister of Haboos and Islamic Affairs, gave a keynote address on ‘Muslims and Democracy’.

The following is a summary of the main points addressed in the speech revolving around five central points: Moderation, Legitimacy and Justice, The will of the community, Universal process of improvement, Compatibility of democracy and faith.
1. Moderation
The Quran has not described in detail any form of ruling that can be assimilated to the system of democracy, but has spoken more than once about consultation and moderation in a dynamic sense in order to safeguard all human elements that guarantee the rightfulness of the people; their rescue from political as well as ethical decay. Moderation or “temperance”, understood in the Quran as an equilibrium between this earthly life and death, a perfection that a believer can only attain through a great and constant “effort”. 

Islam brought forth an ideology for ensuring moderation in collective affairs in terms of what the Quran refers to as “commanding what is proper and forbidding what is improper.” The purpose of this dynamic ideology is to constantly set things straight in order to achieve moderation.  The idea of moderation, from this perspective, is a didactic idea which encompasses every aspect of Islamic ethics, and where religious interests meet public interest in this earthly life.
2.  Legitimacy and Justice

Political conflicts in early Muslim society specifically concerned the issue of the legitimacy of the rulers. The purpose of the system of democracy is to guarantee the legitimacy of the rulers    and justice in all its aspects of dealing with social affairs. 
In regard to society, this mechanism intends to repell all types of corruptions by all means of repulsion and all types of repellants. The most significant of which is “rulership” or “Imaara”, meaning the “State”.

3. The Will of the Community
It should be stated that this mechanism has functioned mostly outside Islamic community and at an accelerated rate during the last four centuries. It resulted in material progress which was related to intellectual progress and was accompanied by social and political progress to end up in the form of what we observe today as the system of democracy.

4. Universal Process of Improvement

No one can deny that Moslems have been valuable contributors to the continuous social improvement universally by virtue of what the light of the Quran has brought to them, “innovation” in theoretical   and applied sciences. By considering this system a result of a universal norm, it would make it easier for the doubtful among Moslems to overcome intellectual and psychological blocks.
5. Democracy and Religion
It is difficult to imagine that the nature of Islamic affairs in Moslem countries dictates an impasse between democracy and religion; on the contrary, democracy provides opportunities for taking advantage of the values of faith and moral values, which are the life blood of religiosity and a form of inborn strength for the religious.

The perfect meeting between Muslims and the system of democracy could be imagined in two stages: First, they benefit historically, intellectually and in practice. When they fully attain this stage, they could enter the second one in which they contribute to the advancement of the democracy and along with it to the advancement of humanity as a whole.
Following the lecture, the audience of over 250 people made comments and raised a number of questions around the following issues:  
· Criteria for rightfulness, 
· Relationship between terrorism, violence, and Islam, 
· Poverty and democracy, 
· The Middle East conflict and impact on terrorism and security,
· Interfaith coexistence and dialogue.
In his responses, His Excellency based his arguments on the Moroccan experience and in the Islamic theological framework.  He highlighted the fact that every society generates on its margin behavioral deviation and social diseases; part of which leads to violence and self destruction.  In this context, poverty could not be the single and direct cause of these deviations.

His Excellency underscored the promising results to be reaped through the reform of education, particularly in the religious domain.  The inclusion in the curricula of other faiths and foreign languages will undoubtedly help bridge the gap between communities in favour of mutual acquaintance, understanding, and appreciation.
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